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Product Catalog Search Application 

Overview 
The Catalog Search application is in many ways a gateway to the rest of the applications that 
make up Dynamic Trade: configurator, auction, negotiation, order entry, order status, and 
Negotiation. Working within Product Catalog, you can do any of the following: 

• Search product catalogs 
• Browse product catalogs 
• Conduct parametric searches of any catalog 
• Add products to a catalog 
• Edit product details 
• Delete products from a catalog 
• Compare products 
• Collect the items you want in a shopping cart 
• Add browse hierarchies to a catalog 
• Modify browse hierarchies in a catalog  

Product Catalog: Common Fields 

All pages within the Catalog search application contain the following menu links to other catalog 
features in the side bar menu. 

Catalog Links 

 

• Search Catalog Takes you to the Advance Search screen from 
which you can do searches on catalog selected by the current user or 
“All catalogs” if support for all catalogs is allowed. 

• Parametric Search Takes you to the Parametric Search screen from 
which you can do searches on a catalog selected by the current user 
or “All Catalogs” if support for all catalogs is allowed. 

• Packages Takes you to the Order Package Search screen from which 
you can search for packages you created in the past. 

• Browse Catalog Takes you to the Browse Catalog screen from 
which you can start browsing through a catalog selected by the 
current user. 
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Current Catalog Menu 

 

  

This drop-down menu allows you to select the current catalog and allows 
you to switch to another catalog. If the “All Catalogs” selection was created 
when you configured the application to support all catalogs, select “All 
Catalogs” from the drop-down menu allow you to search across all the 
catalogs visible by the current user.  If the current user is only allowed to see 
one catalog, this drop-down menu will not be shown. 

"Search For" Field 

 

  

This keyword search function allows you to search for key words or phrases 
on the selected catalog and is not case-sensitive. If Oracle Context Server is 
being used, partial matches are not supported. 

Note: The keyword search functionality does not, by default, allow you to 
search across multiple catalogs. If All Catalogs is chosen as the current 
catalog, then you are allowed to search all the catalogs, in which the current 
user is entitled to search. 

Shopping Cart Summary 

When you select and then add items to the shopping cart, a Shopping Cart Summary appears in the left 
column of the active screen. From then on, the Shopping Cart Summary is inherited from all pages and 
will show up unless it is emptied. 

 

 

The Summary displays the quantity of each item, the product ID, and the 
total number of items in the cart. 

Click the  icon or the  link to view detailed information about the 
items in the cart (refer to Shopping Card Main Page illustration below).  

Shopping Cart Main Page 

The shopping cart main page displays Unit Price and Extended Price. Initial pricing is displayed 
from the catalog application. As pricing is a configuration variable in the Shopping Cart 
application, pricing information can alternately come from two other places. They can come from 
internal pricing engine or the external backend system. 

If you have changed the Quantity, then you need to press on the Calculate Price button to get the 
updated Extended Price. You can use the Select column to selectively calculate the price of 
multiple items. All pricing currency data will be formatted according to your currency data locale. 
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From the Shopping Cart Main Page, a user can choose the items to be submitted to other 
applications such as the Asera Order Management system, the Asera Negotiation system, and so 
on. The Order Management/Exchange menu list will show up based on the user’s entitlement to 
be able to submit items to other applications. 

 

Search Catalogs 

The Catalog Search application defaults to its Advance Search page. The catalogs and products 
that you see at this point are determined by the entitlements you have, which have been set by the 
site administrator during implementation of the Asera System. 

 You can access the Catalog Search application whenever you click the  button 
in the catalog side bar menu. 
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Search for Items 

The Search Items field allows you to search keywords against fields specified by the check boxes 
in the Search Items field.  

In this example, these fields are Description, Product ID, and Name catalog columns in which to 
search. You can narrow down the search result set by using the drop-down windows specified. In 
this example, you can add a condition of Category, Family, and Type to your search.  

 

 Administrators 
can configure the 
search field to display 
as many as five 
search fields, each 
containing whichever 
attribute columns and 
drop-down menu 
items the 
administrator 
chooses. None of the 
search fields is case 
sensitive. 

If you leave all of the fields blank and click the Search button, the screen 
displays all of the products within the catalog. 

 The checkboxes and the drop-down menus in the field are specific to 
the particular catalog you are searching.  

Oracle's Context Server can be leveraged to increase keyword search speeds, 
though it does not support partial matches. 

Search Results 

After you choose a particular catalog using the Current Catalog drop-down window and click the 
Search button on the Search Catalog screen, the results of your search are displayed in a table 
form. If you click on the Product ID or Description columns, it is sorted in ascending order and if 
you click it again, it is sorted in descending order.  
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You can only 
select items from the 
current page. If you 
have selected items 
across multiple pages, 
only the "current" 
page items will be 
submitted. 

Column Descriptions 

•  Contains a checkbox for each item in the list. Allows user to 
select multiple product items to be added to the shopping cart or to select 
targeted items for comparison. You can also use the "Select All" button 
at the bottom of the page to select all of the items from the search results 
list on the current page. 

•  Contains links to detailed information about the product. If 
you click a link in this column, a Catalog Product Details screen appears. 
By clicking on the column heading once, the column contents will be 
sorted in ascending order; once again, and the results are sorted in 
descending order. 

•  Provides a brief description of each product; by clicking on 
the column heading once, the column contents will be sorted in 
ascending order; once again, and the results are sorted in descending 
order. 

•  Allows you to specify the quantity of a particular item you 
want to add to your shopping cart 

•  Contains buttons for items that must be configured before 
they are added to the cart. Click a Configure button to go to the 
Configurator application where you can configure the item. If you do not 
configure an item before adding it to the Shopping Cart, you will get an 
error message. 

•  Displays entitlement-based clickable icons showing 
whether the current product has any auctions, reverse auctions, OTSs 
(offer-to-sell) or RFQs (request-for-quote). Users who do not have the 
necessary entitlements will not be able to see the icons. 

 As a default, the Product List displays the indicators as images, but 
it can be configured to display actual RFQ/OTS/Auction/Reverse 
Auction counts instead. 
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Page Scrollbar 

 

Use these arrows to navigate the search result from one page to the other. 

"Compare" Button 
You may conduct a side-by-side product comparison by selecting two or 
more Search Results items on the same page by clicking the 

 button. If you select less than two items, you will receive 
an error message. 

"Select All" Button 
Found at the bottom of the page of the search results list, the 

 button will select all the items on the current page. 

"Add to Cart" Button 
After selecting one or more items from the same page of the Search Results 
set, then click the  button at the bottom of the page to add 
them into the shopping cart. 

Compare Products 

If you click the Compare button in the Product List field, the Compare Results screen appears, 
allowing you to make a side-by-side comparison of all of the products from the Search Results. 
You must select at least two items to compare. 

 

Click the List button to return to the Product List screen. 
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View Catalog Product Details 

Anytime you click a Product ID link, a Catalog Product Details page appears, giving detailed 
information about a specific product. 

Order Item: Quantity 

 

If the item must be configured before it is added to the shopping cart, the 
 button will appear instead of the  button. 

Product Details 

This field displays specific product attributes like those shown below. The attributes that are 
displayed in this field are configurable during implementation of the Asera System.  

Also displayed are Other Recommended Products, which are a well-defined set of related 
products to the current product. The intended purpose is for cross-, up selling, product 
substitution, or product supersession. The other recommended products are displayed as a list of 
products, which can bring you to the related product detail page, if you click on the Product ID 
link on the list.  This list can be pre-loaded and persisted into the Asera Catalog database table or 
be generated dynamically by invoking RBP framework.  

With the RBP framework, you can associate a query with a tag in a specific page (in this case, the 
Product Detail page). When the page is displayed, this query will be executed dynamically and 
bring back the results set, which later on will be rendered into a list of items on the page. The 
advantage with the RBP framework is the information is not limited from any database table, it 
can come from any source built into the query and the query can be modified dynamically using 
the framework provided UI. 
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Product Description 

This field may provide a picture of the product if a linked URL is provided. Also any collateral 
materials associated with a product may be featured. 

 

Technical Features 

If any technical information is available about a product, it appears in this field along with links 
to product datasheets and Bill of Material information on associated product materials and 
components, including part name, code, and specifications.  

 

For more information, see Product Datasheet. 

For information on how to  a Catalog Product Details screen, see Edit Product 
Information. For information on how to  product information, see Delete 
Products. 
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Conduct a Parametric Search 

The Parametric Search screen appears whenever you click the  link in the left 
column of the Catalog Search application or when you click the  link while 
browsing through a catalog. 

Parametric searches, also called "dynamic attribute searches," can be conducted at any category 
level within the catalog, but can only search across a single catalog at a time. The following 
explanation appears at the top of the Parametric Search field: 

 

Searching for Items 

The Parametric Search screen contains the following fields and buttons: 

Parametric 
searches for each 
category level must 
be defined during 
implementation of the 
Asera System. For 
further details, see 
Browse Results 

  

Different 
parametric searches 
can have different 
sets of attributes. 

Number of Items Matched 

 As you select attributes within the parametric 
search, the total number of items matching the search criteria is updated 
automatically. 

It is not possible to conduct a zero-result search; all parametric searches 
result in at least one item match. 

View Listing Button 
After you select attributes within the parametric search, click the 

 button to see the search result set. 

To perform a parameter refinement, you can select each attribute from its 
drop-down list before selecting the “view listing” button to view a refined 
result set list. 

Attribute Selection Area 

 



 

 Asera Proprietary and Confidential 12

As you select attributes, the number and variety of attributes that are 
available in other fields decreases so that only relevant attributes are shown. 

You can select attributes in any sequence, not just in the order that they are 
displayed on the screen. Here a user selects any required attribute of the item 
for which he or she is looking. On selection of an attribute, other attribute 
choices are automatically pruned to display a reduced set of available 
options. This process is then repeated until the user is left with at least one 
item containing all of the attributes for which the user wants to search. 

Parametric Search Results 

Once you conduct a parametric search, you will receive results such as the example below. 

 

When you click a Product ID link at the end of a parametric search, it will bring up the product 
details screen described in the previous section. 
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Search Order Packages 

The Packages screen allows you to search for specific order package and appears whenever you 
click the  link in the left column of the Catalog Search application.  

Search for Order Packages 

The Package Search field allows you to specify the name or description you want to use in your 
search. 

 

If you leave all of the 
fields blank and click the 
Search button, the screen 
displays all of the packages 
within the catalog. 

Search Results 

After you click the Search button in the Package Search field, the results of your search are 
displayed in a table like the one below. 

 
  

  

For further details, see View 
Order Package Information 

 

Column Descriptions 
• Name  Displays the names of the packages that meet the search criteria. 

If you click a link in this column, the contents of the corresponding 
package appear. 

• Description  Displays the description that was entered for the package 
when it was created. 

• Created By  Displays the name of the person who created the package. 
• Add to Cart  Allows you to add individual packages to your shopping 

cart. If you click , the corresponding package appears in the Shopping 
Cart Summary in the left column of the screen. 

• Edit  Allows you to edit the contents of the package. If you click a link 
in this column, a Maintain Order Package screen appears. 

• Delete  Allows you to delete a package from the system.  
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View Order Package Information 

When you click a link in the Name column in the Order Packages Search Results field, the 
contents of the package are displayed, as seen below. 

 

Order Package Header 

This section lists the name and description of the package. This package name and description are 
the same package name and description that appeared in the Search Package Search Results 
screen. 

Order Package Lines 

This section displays the contents of the order package and presents you with the following 
options: 

  Add the current package to your shopping cart 

  Reset the package to the last saved version 
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Browse a Catalog 

If you prefer to navigate through the catalog rather than conduct a keyword search, first select the 
catalog you want to browse from the Current Catalog drop-down menu then click the 

 link. 

 Browsing across catalogs is not possible. 

Cascading Menu 

 

As you navigate through a catalog, a catalog tree structure expands in the left-hand 
column of the screen. As you navigate back up, the tree structure collapses. 

 You can jump from one location in the catalog hierarchy to another without 
having to go back to the highest level of the catalog. 

Catalog Breadcrumbs 

As you navigate through a catalog, you can keep track of your location by viewing the catalog 
breadcrumbs section.  

 
 In the example on the left, the user is in the Paperback subcategory of 

the Fiction category of the Book catalog. 

Browse Content Area 

Parametric Searches 

 
The upper part of the browse field contains a link that allows you to conduct a 
parametric search of the catalog subcategories.  

For detailed information on parametric searches, see Parametric Search. 
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Subcategory List 

The lower part of the browse screen contains a list of available subcategories you can browse. 

  

The contents of a subcategory can be end items or 
further subcategories. Product/ catalog collateral 
(such as images, URLs, and detailed text) can be 
displayed within the Browse Content area. 

You can click any of the subcategory links to view 
the contents of a subcategory. 

  

Manage a Catalog 

If you have the appropriate entitlements (you are an admin user), the Catalog Management 
functionality in Dynamic Trade allows you to do any of the following: 

• Add products to a catalog 
• Edit product information 
• Delete products from a catalog 
• Create a Catalog Hierarchy structure 
• Modify a Catalog Hierarchy structure 
• Maintain an Order Package 

Add Products 

If you click the  link while viewing a catalog that you have catalog management 
entitlements to, the Create Product screen appears. 

 You will not see the link if you do not have catalog administration entitlements. 

 If your product data is maintained by an ERP or other backend system, you will also have 
to add the new product data to the backend system, otherwise, when you next update the 
product data into the Asera system, any new product data not added to the ERP or other 
backend system will be written over by the new data. 
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The Create Product screen contains the following three regions: 

Product Details 

 

 The difference 
between the Product 
ID and the 
Manufacturer's 
Product ID is that the 
former is the ID 
assigned to a product 
by a reseller or other 
group. 

This region allows you to define the characteristics of the product you are 
adding to the catalog. The Product Type, Family, and Product Category 
drop-down menus are configurable during implementation of the Asera 
System and can vary from catalog to catalog.  

The information you enter here appears in the Product Details region of the 
catalog and is used to define results of searches and parametric searches. For 
this reason, new items can only be added to a single category. 

Pricing Details 

 

When entering 
prices in this field, do 
not include the 
relevant monetary 
symbol (e.g. $, £, ¥). 

This region allows you to define pricing information for the new product, 
including the unit of measure (UOM —for example, lb, gal, sqft, dozen, and 
so on), the minimum and maximum order quantity permitted, and the list 
price that will appear in the catalog. 
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Product Description 

 

During 
implementation, a 
URL field can be 
added to this screen 
to allow you to 
associate an image to 
an item. The URL 
would point to a 
specific image in the 
file system (not the 
database). 

The information you enter in the Brief Description region appears in any 
results list. 

The long description appears when users click the product's Product ID link 
in the search results field. Unlike the brief description, the long one can 
include images. 

When you have completed the fields on this screen, click to view a summary of 
the new product details. 

• If everything is correct, click Done again to return to the Catalog Search screen; the following 
message appears at the top of the screen:  

• If you decide not to include the product in the catalog, click  to return to the 
Catalog Search screen. No record of the new item remains.  

• If you need to make changes to the information you have just entered, click  
to return to the Modify Products screen. You can also make changes or delete products on the 
Product Detail Page found in Add Products and Modify Products pages.  

 

Edit or Modify Products 

If you click the  link while viewing the product details that you have catalog 
management entitlements to, the Modify Product screen appears. 

 You will not see the link if you do not have catalog administration entitlements. 
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Under , the Modify Products screen contains the following three regions: 

Product Details 

 

The difference 
between the Product 
ID and the 
Manufacturer's 
Product ID is that the 
former is the ID 
assigned to a product 
by a reseller or other 
group. 

This region allows you to identify the characteristics of the product you are 
modifying in the catalog. 

The information you see here appears in the Product Details region of the 
catalog and is used to define results of searches and parametric searches. 

Pricing Details 

 

When entering 
prices in this field, do 
not include the 
relevant monetary 
symbol (e.g. $, £, ¥).  

This region allows you to redefine pricing information for the product, 
including the unit of measure (UOM sqft, lb, gal, dozen, and so on), the 
minimum and maximum order quantity of items, and the list price that will 
appear in the catalog. 

A list price refers to the price that is listed in a catalog. 
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Product Description 

 

During 
implementation, a 
URL field can be 
added to this screen 
to allow you to 
associate an image to 
an item. The URL 
would point to a 
specific image in the 
file system (not the 
database). 

The information you enter in the Brief Description region appears in the 
results table when users conduct a regular or parametric search.  

The long description appears when users click the product's Product ID link 
in the search results field. Unlike the brief description, the long one can 
include images. 

When you have completed the fields on this screen, click to view a summary of 
the new product details. 

• If everything is correct, click Done again to return to the Catalog Search screen; the following 
message appears at the top of the screen:  

• If you decide not to include the product in the catalog, click  to return to the 
Catalog Search screen. No record of the new item remains. 

Delete Products 

Deletion of product information takes place via the Product Details screen. If you have the 
appropriate entitlements, a  button appears at the bottom of the screen. Click 

 to remove the product information from the catalog.  

After you confirm your decision to remove the item, the following message appears at the top of 
the Search Catalog screen:  

The Edit and Delete buttons do not appear when you are viewing items in catalogs that you 
are not entitled to make changes to. 
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Create a Browse Hierarchy 

The Browse Hierarchy tool, an extension of the Browse Catalog option, manages the browse 
hierarchy structure of existing catalogs and allows association of parametric search attributes to 
the categories in the hierarchy. To reach Hierarchy Administration, you click the 

 button, leaving . Then in the left side bar menu, click 
the  link. 

 You will not see the Create Hierarchy link if you do not have administrative entitlements. 

Create a Browse Hierarchy, by using the  link, is used to create, modify, and 
delete the category levels. The Create Hierarchy screen contains the following two regions: 

Add Category Level 

 

The product attributes, which are already 
used as Category IDs, will not appear in the 
drop down list.  

If you delete a category level that has 
been created in that session and not yet been 
saved to the database, then the system 
deletes only that category level. If you delete 
a category level that has been saved in the 
database, then the system deletes the 
selected category along with all of its child 
category levels. 

Add Category Level allows you to add levels to the 
hierarchy tree. When you save Category Levels, the 
tool stores all possible categories that can appear in 
each level depending on the product attributes 
associated with that level. 

Use the drop down lists to select Category ID and 
Category Level and the text box to enter a description 
about the category ID. 

• Category ID: Displays the product attributes. 
• Category Level: Its “level number” and 

“Category ID” identify each “category level” in 
the hierarchy. Each level should only have one 
Category associated with it. 
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Category Level List 

 

Changes made to the Category Levels will be updated into the database.  

Edit a Browse Hierarchy 

After creating Category Levels and setting up a default hierarchy tree for the catalog, you can 
then use the  option. 

Use the Modify Catalog Hierarchy tool to: 

• Change the display position of categories among its siblings 
• Add new categories for which the products are available now and were not at the time of 

creating the levels 
• Create new categories in anticipation of a future population of products for that category 
• Change the category name 
• Add child categories 
• Delete the categories 
• Associate parametric search attributes to categories 
• Associate an image with a category 

The Modify Hierarchy tool must only be used when other concurrent catalog browse users 
are not present in the system. Otherwise, these concurrent users may see inconsistent behavior 
of the browse functionality during modification time. 
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Column Descriptions 
• : Expands (+) or contracts (-) categories. Category collapse does not display the child 

categories. The hierarchy tool allows all operations on category even if it is in the collapsed 
mode. When you add child categories to any category, which is in the collapsed mode, then 
the system automatically displays that category as expanded to display the child category 
addition.  

 displays all the categories in the expanded mode. This option is always available on top 
of the hierarchy.  displays all the categories in the collapsed mode. This option is always 
available on top of the hierarchy. 

• : Each hierarchy name, each category level represented by indents, in the 
Hierarchy Tool is displayed as a link, which will take the user to the View Category page. 
The View Category page shows the Category Name, Category ID, Category Value ID, and 
image. 

• : Add Child Categories for Default Catalog. Use  as the entry point. 
• : Edit ( ) Category Details, i.e., category name and description. 
• : Delete ( ) category name. 
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• : Move category name up ( ) or down ( ). 
• : Configure category name ( ) through the Configure Parametric Search page. 

Create Child Categories 

 
Use the Create Child Categories panel to add new child categories by selecting or entering 
Category Value ID and Category Name. 

You can only add a new category if the level in which that category goes has been defined 
using the Create Hierarchy option. 

For example, the user selects  to a category at level 3; this action is allowed only if level 
4 has been defined, otherwise the user will get an error message. 

Add a Category 

1. Select a Category Value ID or enter a new Category Value ID to add a new child 
category. Entering a new category value id helps to create categories in advance in which 
to add products later. 

2. Select  to add to the child category list. 

3. Select  to attach the newly added category to its parent. 
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Edit a Category 

1. Select  to edit category name, description, and change the associated image. 

If a category appears under multiple parents, then changing the image, category name, or 
description for any one of the instances will be reflected in all the other instances. 

Delete a Category 

1. Select  to delete a selected category along with its children, if any. 

Deletion is allowed for categories that do not have products; categories, which have 
products, are allowed for deletion only if they have not yet been saved to the database; 
and the delete action icon will be displayed only if the category is allowed for deletion. 

Move Up a Category 

1. Select  to move up the selected category along with its children, if any, within the 
siblings, under the same parent. 

Suppose the category appears in the "n" position, move up displays that category in the 
"n-1" position and the category, which was originally in the “n-1” position, is displayed 
in the “n” position.  

Exception: The first category among the siblings cannot be moved up, so the option is 
not displayed for it. 

If the category appears under different parent categories, moving up of one instance would 
cause a change in the display position of this category in other instances (under other parents). 

Move Down a Category 

1. Select  to move down the selected category along with its children, if any, within the 
siblings, under the same parent. 

Suppose the category appears in the "n" position, move down displays that category in 
the "n+1" position and the category, which was originally in the “n+1” position, is 
displayed in the “n” position.  

Exception: The first category among the siblings cannot be moved down so the option is 
not displayed for it. 

 If the category appears under different parent categories, moving down of one instance 
would cause a change in the display position of this category in other instances (under other 
parents). 

Configure Parametric Search 

The Catalog Hierarchy Tool provides the facility to add Parametric Search attributes to the 
selected category. The action button  is the entry point to the Configure Parametric Search 
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screen and this button appears for every category. With the Configure Parametric Search, you 
can: 

• Add a parametric search attribute 
• Delete a parametric search attribute 
• Modify a parametric search attribute 
• Configure a parametric search attribute 

Parametric searches are not limited to only category level attributes. Any/all product attributes 
may be assigned to parametric search. For example, AttributeFlex1 to AttributeFlex10 may be 
used for this purpose. 

Note: The assigned attribute's name should be specified correctly in the attributes table 
(ACS$CAT_Attribute) and it should be mapped correctly in the ACS$CAT_CatValueAttribute 
table. 

The Configure Parametric Search screen has three sections: 

Add Attribute 

 
With the Add Attribute section, you associate a parametric search attribute to a category. The 
Attribute Name will be displayed as a label on the Parametric Search screen. Product Attribute 
holds the special characteristics for this category. Display position indicates the order of each 
attribute on the Parametric Search screen. Attribute name should be unique with respect to the 
category and its inherited parametric search attributes. Attribute Name, Product Attribute, and 
Display Position are mandatory. 

Attribute List 

 
Attribute List displays the attribute list and the action buttons for Modify and Delete operations 
for each attribute. 
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Inherited Attributes 
If the ancestors of a selected category have parametric search attributes attached to them, then this 
section displays them. 

 

You cannot modify/delete search attributes that are associated with the category’s ancestors. 

Maintain Order Package 

Once you search for a package, you may edit that package by clicking the  icon, found under 
the Search Results header under the Actions column header (see below). 
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Once the  button is clicked, you are taken to the Maintain Order Package screen. 

 

Here you may change the quantity of each item in the package, save this package (then save it 
under a new package name), delete either individual items or the entire package, or reload the 
package (redisplay the package from memory). 

Additional Features 

A BOM/kit must 
be created at 
implementation at 
which time its 
relationship logic can 
be extracted from a 
backend system or 
can be created 
manually. 

A BOM/kit is 
created by the 
seller/administrator, 
not by the user. Users 
cannot change the 
contents of a 
BOM/kit. 

  

Bills of Materials (BOM)/Kits 

Sellers can group products together in a BOM/kit that can be displayed as a 
standalone item in the catalog. 

• If a BOM appears in the Product Details screen, a Bill Of Materials link 
will be displayed. You can click this link to view the contents of the 
BOM. 

• A BOM/kit is always added to a shopping cart and a quote as a single 
item, with the overall price of a BOM/kit calculated as the total cost of 
the extended price of all line items. 

• A BOM/kit can have multiple levels and is product-specific, not user-
specific. 

• Configurable items and order packages cannot be added to a BOM/kit; 
only items that reside in the catalog can be part of a BOM/kit 
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Agent Requirements 
Any JVM-compliant    

 machine 

64MB RAM optimal  
 (32MB minimal) 

JDK v1.2.2 and JSDK2.1 

30MB hard disk space 

  

  

  

 

This delivery 
mechanism fully 
conforms to ICE 
content delivery and 
exchange protocols 
(data encryption, fault 
tolerance). 

 

This feature can be 
used to aggregate 
catalogs from 
different sources into 
our single master 
catalog. 

Multi-Source Catalog Aggregation 

Catalog information can be collected from multiple backend or supplier data 
sources and aggregated into a single catalog.  

• For each backend/supplier data source—or Asera can have an agent 
process reside in a remote system or in the NMM system depending on 
the client environment—an intelligent agent is installed and configured 
using a GUI client-server tool. 

• After the agent is configured, it "understands" the structure of the 
underlying data source and automatically extracts the required product 
information from any ODBC backend/supplier data source (database, 
text file, spreadsheet, etc.). While extracting, it automatically normalizes 
and publishes the data in XML based on an NMM's Net Market Maker's 
pre-defined taxonomy. 

• The XML documents produced from backend/supplier data sources are 
delivered to the NMM's platform according to a pre-defined schedule 
determined by the suppliers (e.g. weekly, daily, every 15 minutes, etc.). 

• Only incremental changes (delta) in product information are delivered 
over the Internet. (See note at left.) 

• After backend/supplier data arrives at the NMM's platform, it is 
collected, assembled; it will be uploaded to the Asera platform via the 
Asera eService subscriber. 

• Dynamic data validation can use the agent to create one catalog from 
multiple sources, in that it subscribes and aggregates them into a main 
catalog while performing data validation. 
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Appendix:  Sample Product Datasheet 

A product datasheet, like this one for JUNOS Internet Software, provides detailed information 
about the product as well as links to related products and supporting information. 

 
  


